Major’s Orders

Major Benjamin F. Ficklin
Chapter 310

DECEMBER 2023

Special Dates of Interest:

December 1-3, 2023
Christmas at Old Ft. Concho

& Winter Rendezvous.

December 2, 2023 Quar-
terly Meeting of Major Benja-
min F. Ficklin Chapter 310.

December 25, 2023 Christ-

mas Day.
January 1, 2024 New Years
Day.

March 14-17, 2024 MOS&B
GEC Spring Quarterly meet-
ing at “The Lodge’, Pickwick

Landing, Counce, Tennessee.

March 22-23, 2024 MOS&B
Texas Society SEC meeting at

the Hilton Conference Cen-

ter, College Station, Texas.

Inside this issue:

Christmas at Old 2
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Santos Benavides 3
& "Take No Pris-
oners!"
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Lt. Commander’s Lowdown

Here comes Santa Claus, here comes
Santa Claus... Howdy y’all, Christmas is
upon us with all the hustle and bustle of
shopping, traffic, gathering with the in-
laws and exhaustion. Oh, and let’s not
forget, more food! I just love this time
of the year...because it means it is time
for ‘Christmas at Old Ft. Concho”. 1
hope to see you all at this fantastic
event. Itis a great time of Southern
gathering, meeting new people and edu-
cating them to their heritage.

The Fort will have many vendors there
for the little shopper of the family, en-
tertainment for the kids and re-enactors
from several eras of the past. The
weather looks as though it will be very
nice this year, so hope to see you there.

The Maj. Benjamin F. Ficklin Chapter
#310 will hold it’s quarterly meeting at
this event in between troop activities.

Our Texas Society is growing, we have

gained 12 new members across the state
since June of this year. We are also in
our ‘dues renewal’ time, so if you have
not renewed your dues for 2024, now is
the time.

Also in Texas Society news, if you have
not heard, we have a Facebook page.
Those wishing access to the Facebook
page will go through a vetting process.
We have a new Web Master General,
Jimmy Stephens. He is updating the
National website and has promised to
have a ‘Members Only’ section up and
running soon.

The Veteran’s Day event at Fairmount
Cemetery proceeded without an im-
portant element, that being the mem-
bers of Maj. Benjamin F. Ficklin Chap-
ter #310 and Gen. Tom Green Camp
#1613, SCV, firing line and artillery.
However, it seems that those that wrote

(Continued on page 4)

Meeting at Ft. Concho- 2 December

Saturday, December 2, 2023, the Major
Benjamin F. Ficklin Chapter #310 will
have their quarterly meeting at Ft. Con-
cho. This meeting will be in conjunc-
tion with the “Christmas at Old Ft. Con-
cho & Winter Rendezvous” event.

We will assemble by the Company ‘H’,
7th Texas Infantry tent located on the
south side of the parade grounds (across
from the Officer’s quarters buildings).
Look for the Flags of the Confederacy.

Come on out and enjoy the good weath-
er and fellowship with Southern Minded
people. See the Artillery and Infantry re
-enactors in action. Do some shopping,
exploring and enjoy yourself.

Maj. Benjamin F. Ficklin Chapter #310
meeting, December 2, 2023, 1:00 pm at
the Co. H, 7th Texas Infantry tent locat-
ed on the south side of Ft. Concho pa-
rade grounds. %
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Santos Benavides & "Take No Prisoners!"

Hispanic Confederates, by John

O’Donnell Rosales, notes that
about 12,000 Hispanics served in
the Confederacy during the Civil
War. Of these, there were about
2,500 to 3,000 Texan Mexicans
called Tejanos who fought for the
South.

v

Col. José dedlos Santos Benavides, CSA, in the
1860s

One of the most famous Tejanos
was Col. José de los Santos Be-
navides, the commanding officer
of the 33rd Texas Cavalry. A native
of Laredo, Texas, during his ser-
vice to the Confederate Army, Be-
navides tirelessly maneuvered his
soldiers across the deserts of the
southwest, fighting in approxi-
mately 100 battles. Highly respect-
ed, he earned the nickname “The
Tejano Tiger” and became the
highest-ranking Tejano to serve in
the Confederacy. His troops’ battle
cry was “iViva La Confedera-
cion!” or “Long Live the Confeder-
acy!”

In May 1861, Union sympathizer
Juan Cortina and his followers
staged a revolt against the Confed-
erate government in south Texas
and attacked the village of Carri-

zo. At a ranch outside the village,
Benavides’ Tejano cavalry con-
fronted Cortina’s men, pushing
them into the Rio Grande. In a
note, Benavides showed his ruth-
less side, and said “I particularly
ordered my men not to arrest any
of the bandits, but to kill all that
fell into their hands. Consequently,
I have no prisoners.”

Benavides crossed paths with the
brutal highwayman Octaviano Za-
pata, from northern Mexico, who
along with his bandits terrorized
the Rio Grande Valley. The Zapa-
tistas were referred to

as Unionistas and were supported
by U.S. Consul Leonard Pierce, Jr.,
in Mexico. Union officers in con-
sult with Judge Edmund Davis met
with President Lincoln, who ap-
proved the idea to use Mexican
and Tejano recruiters

called Enganchados to hook men
into the Union army. They were
provided with uniforms and weap-
ons and paid in gold and

land. Flying the U.S. flag during
their raids, they were considered
the First Regiment of Union troops

7

Juan Cortina
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by Richard Garcia

in Texas. Their battle cry
was “iQue Viva La Un-
ion!" or “Long Live the Union!”

In December 1862, the Zapatistas
raided Confederate wagons near
Camp Ringgold, Texas. Five Con-
federates were killed and one es-
caped. They also captured and
hung County Judge Isidro Vela, a
Confederate supporter. These ac-
tivities initiated an extradition
agreement between Mexican gov-
ernor Albino Lopez of Tamaulipas
and Confederate general Hamilton
P. Bee of Fort Brown allowing
Confederate soldiers to cross the
border to pursue bandits.

The Zapatistas attacked Mexican
soldiers in August 1863, between
Guerrero and Mier, Mexico. The
mayor of Guerrero asked Be-
navides to intervene. With 79 men
of the 33rd Texas Cavalry, Be-
navides men surprised the Zapatis-
ta camp. Ten bandits lay dead
from the fighting including Zapata
who had his skull bashed in with a
rifle butt.

Perhaps his most significant en-
gagement was the Battle of Lare-
do. During three heavy attacks on
March 18, 1864, Benavides and his
men defeated the U.S. 1st Texas
Cavalry and saved 5,000 bales of
cotton.

Benavides also fought at the last
land battle of the war: the Battle of
Palmito Ranch, on May 12—-13,
1865.

In the Command of the Line of the
Rio Grande, Benavides will be re-
membered as one of the most re-
spected military leaders in Texas.

=
Richard Garcia serves as the 2nd Lieutenant
Commander of the Tennessee Division Sons of
Confederate Veterans
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