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Marsham Brashear was born about 1752 in Prince Georges Co, MD, the first of ten
children born to Benjamin Brashear VII and Catherine Belt.

Marsham had moved to the Louisville area as early as June 15, 1776. A meeting of
the citizens of the area was held on April 10, 1779 and Marsham was appointed of
one the seven trustees to lay off the town of Louisville and make rules for its
regulation. This list was approved by Thomas Jefferson, which put Marsham and the
other trustees at odds with England and made him a Patriot by virtue of his Patriotic
Service. The trustees met on April 17, 1779 and appointed Marsham as secretary. In
1780,

Marsham and other residents petitioned the Virginia legislature to pass an act
incorporating the town of Louisville, to which the legislature agreed, and again
named Marsham as a trustee. In 1787, Marsham was recommended by the County
Court of Jefferson County for the position of Justice of the Peace, and soon thereafter
his appointment came from Virginia. Marsham held this office for a number of years.

About 1780 Marsham married Lucy Phelps at Bear Grass (now Louisville) in what
is considered the first wedding between whites in this area.



