
 
 

 

 

 

COMMANDER’S CORNER 

by Larry “Joe” Reynolds 

 

After months of waiting, the time is 

only a week away.  The General 

Headquarters, Sons of Confederate Veterans, has 

returned our Charter and we will hold our 

Chartering/Installation Ceremony on March 7th at 

our regular stated meeting. Please invite your 

wife and anyone else to this special meeting.  Our 

5th Brigade Commander, Sam Mercer will do the 

Swearing in of new members and the Installation 

of Officers.  We are expecting many guest from 

other camps, I’ve invited the local press to join us 

and we’ll have a catered Bar-B-Que prior to the 

meeting.  Please don’t miss this important 

meeting. 

 

We are still looking for individuals who are 

willing to take on some grave sites for 

Confederate Heroes, as their Guardian.  Thanks 

to 1st Lt. Commander Rex McGee, James 

Reynolds, Jerry Don Reynolds and myself, we 

turned in a total of 52 new Guardian applications 

this month.  If we get each member to take on 10 

– 20 graves we will reach our goal of having 

every Confederate Hero in Titus County looked 

after.  Believe me, it gives such a sense of pride 

and honor when you visit one of the graves that 

you are responsible for, place a flag on it, and just 

think of the great man that is buried there. 

 

Now that we are a fully Chartered Camp, I would 

like for everyone to start thinking about helping 

us to grow.  First and foremost, any of your 

brothers, sons, fathers, and most cousins are 

already eligible.  Why not start by inviting them 

or anyone else to one of our meeting.  You’d be 

surprised at just how many people are open to the 

idea of joining once you get to talking to them 

about it. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

 

Monday, March 7th, 7:00 p.m. 

Refreshments at 6:30 p.m. 

Old Union Community Center 

Hwy 67E, Mount Pleasant, Texas 

Chartering Ceremony 

 

GRAVESIDE MEMORIAL SERVICE 

Saturday, April 9th, 10:30 a.m. 

510 Red Springs Avenue, Mount Pleasant, Texas 

Honoring: Private Trafton Hilliard Greathouse, 1st 

Texas Field Battery (Edgar's Company Texas Light 

Artillery), CSA  

 

CIVIL WAR WEEKEND 

April 29 – May 1, 2016 

Jefferson, Texas 

See: http://www.jeffersoncivilwardays.com/ 

 

2016 TEXAS REUNION 

June 3-5, 2016 

YO Ranch Resort and Conference Center 

2033 Sidney Baker (TX Hwy 16) 

Kerrville, TX 78028 

See http://hillcountrycamp.org/2016-texas-reunion 

for full information 

 

2016 NATIONAL REUNION 

July 13th – 17th, 2016 

Renaissance Dallas Richardson Hotel 

900 E. Lookout Drive 

Richardson, Texas 

See http://scv2016.org/ for full details. 
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This month the following changes have been made 

to our web site: http://www.davidrreynolds.org 

 I’ve added several new Guardians to our 

Guardian Page 

 I’ve added a complete list of all of our 

Confederate Burials in Titus County. 

I’m still looking for biographies of your Confederate 

Ancestor.  Please try to come up with a short bio that 

we can put on-line.  

If you have any suggestions, recommendations or 

comments you can send me an email to: 

Joe.Reynolds@davidrreynolds.org and I promise to 

give it my full consideration. 

 

Our Charge… 
 

"To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we 

will commit the vindication of the cause for 

which we fought. To your strength will be 

given the defense of the Confederate soldier's 

good name, the guardianship of his history, the 

emulation of his virtues, the perpetuation of 

those principles which he loved and which you 

love also, and those ideals which made him 

glorious and which you also cherish."  

Remember, it is your duty to see that the true 

history of the South is presented to future 

generations! 
 

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee, Commander General, 

United Confederate Veterans, 

New Orleans, Louisiana April 25, 1906 
 

 

 

 

T. J. “STONEWALL” JACKSON 

GENERAL, CSA 
(Continued from Last Month) 

In 1842, Jackson was accepted to the United States 

Military Academy at West Point, New York. 

Because of his inadequate schooling, he had 

difficulty with the entrance examinations and began 

his studies at the bottom of his class. Displaying a 

dogged determination that was to characterize his 

life, he became one of the hardest working cadets in 

the academy, and moved steadily up the academic 

rankings. Jackson graduated 17th out of 59 students 

in the Class of 1846. It was said by his peers that if 

he had stayed there another year, he would have 

graduated first. 

Jackson began his United States Army career as a 

second lieutenant in the 1st U.S. Artillery Regiment 

and was sent to fight in the Mexican–American War 

from 1846 to 1848. He served at the Siege of 

Veracruz and the battles of Contreras, Chapultepec, 

and Mexico City, eventually earning two brevet 

promotions, and the regular army rank of first 

lieutenant. It was in Mexico that Thomas Jackson 

first met Robert E. Lee. 

During the assault on Chapultepec Castle, he refused 

what he felt was a "bad order" to withdraw his troops. 

Confronted by his superior, he explained his 

rationale, claiming withdrawal was more hazardous 

than continuing his overmatched artillery duel. His 

judgment proved correct, and a relieving brigade was 

able to exploit the advantage Jackson had broached. 

In contrast to this display of strength of character, he 

obeyed what he also felt was a "bad order" when he 

raked a civilian throng with artillery fire after the 

Mexican authorities failed to surrender Mexico City 

at the hour demanded by the U.S. forces. The former 

episode, and later aggressive action against the 

retreating Mexican army, earned him field promotion 

to the brevet rank of major (September 13, 1847). 

After the war, Jackson was briefly assigned to forts 

in New York, and then to Florida during the Second 

Interbellum of the Seminole Wars, during which the 

Americans were attempting to force the remaining 

Seminoles to move West. He was stationed briefly at 

Fort Casey before being named second-in-command 

at Fort Meade, a small fort about thirty miles south 

of Tampa. His commanding officer was Major 

William H. French. Jackson and French disagreed 

http://www.davidrreynolds.org/
mailto:Joe.Reynolds@davidrreynolds.org
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often, and filed numerous complaints against each 

other. Jackson stayed in Florida less than a year. 

In the spring of 1851, Jackson accepted a newly 

created teaching position at the Virginia Military 

Institute (VMI), in Lexington, Virginia. He became 

Professor of Natural and Experimental Philosophy 

and Instructor of Artillery. Parts of Jackson's 

curriculum are still taught at VMI, regarded as 

timeless military essentials: discipline, mobility, 

assessing the enemy's strength and intentions while 

attempting to conceal your own, and the efficiency 

of artillery combined with an infantry assault. 

Though he spent a great deal of time preparing in 

depth for each class meeting, Jackson was unpopular 

as a teacher. His students called him "Tom Fool". He 

memorized his lectures and then recited them to the 

class; any student who came to ask for help was 

given the same explanation as before. And if a 

student asked for help a second time, Jackson viewed 

him as insubordinate and punished him. The students 

mocked his apparently stern, religious nature and his 

eccentric traits. In 1856, a group of alumni attempted 

to have Jackson removed from his position. 

Jackson's peculiar personal traits contributed to his 

unpopularity as an educator. With little sense of 

humor, he once tried to get a cadet dismissed from 

VMI for playing a prank on him. He was a 

hypochondriac who had sinus problems and arthritis 

and stood for long periods of time to keep his internal 

organs in place, a tiring activity that he believed 

contributed to good health. He rarely ate much food 

and often subsisted on crackers and milk. He 

required little sleep but was known to take catnaps. 

He liked mineral baths. 

The founder of VMI and one of its first two faculty 

members was John Thomas Lewis Preston. Preston's 

second wife, Margaret Junkin Preston, was the sister 

of Jackson's first wife, Elinor. In addition to working 

together on the VMI faculty, Preston taught Sunday 

School with Jackson and served on his staff during 

the Civil War. 

Little as he was known to the white inhabitants of 

Lexington, Jackson was revered by many of the 

African Americans in town, both slaves and free 

blacks. He was instrumental in the organization in 

1855 of Sunday School classes for blacks at the 

Presbyterian Church. His second wife, Mary Anna 

Jackson, taught with Jackson, as "he preferred that 

my labors should be given to the colored children, 

believing that it was more important and useful to put 

the strong hand of the Gospel under the ignorant 

African race, to lift them up." The pastor, Dr. 

William Spottswood White, described the 

relationship between Jackson and his Sunday 

afternoon students: "In their religious instruction he 

succeeded wonderfully. His discipline was 

systematic and firm, but very kind. ... His servants 

reverenced and loved him, as they would have done 

a brother or father. ... He was emphatically the black 

man's friend." He addressed his students by name and 

they, in turn, referred to him affectionately as "Marse 

Major". 

Jackson's family owned six slaves in the late 1850s. 

Three (Hetty, Cyrus, and George, a mother and two 

teenage sons) were received as a wedding present. 

Another, Albert, requested that Jackson purchase 

him and allow him to work for his freedom; he was 

employed as a waiter in one of the Lexington hotels 

and Jackson rented him to VMI. Amy also requested 

that Jackson purchase her from a public slave auction 

and she served the family as a cook and housekeeper. 

The sixth, Emma, was a four-year-old orphan with a 

learning disability, accepted by Jackson from an aged 

widow and presented to his second wife, Mary Anna, 

as a welcome-home gift. After the American Civil 

War began he appears to have hired out or sold his 

slaves. Mary Anna Jackson, in her 1895 memoir, 

said, "our servants ... without the firm guidance and 

restraint of their master, the excitement of the times 

proved so demoralizing to them that he deemed it 

best for me to provide them with good homes among 

the permanent residents." James Robertson wrote 

about Jackson's view on slavery: 

Jackson neither apologized for nor spoke in 

favor of the practice of slavery. He probably 



V 
 

Vol. 2 No. 3                                                   Copyright 2106                                                             Page 4 
 
 

opposed the institution. Yet in his mind the 

Creator had sanctioned slavery, and man had 

no moral right to challenge its existence. The 

good Christian slaveholder was one who 

treated his servants fairly and humanely at all 

times. 

While an instructor at VMI in 1853, Thomas Jackson 

married Elinor "Ellie" Junkin, whose father, George 

Junkin, was president of Washington College (later 

named Washington and Lee University) in 

Lexington. An addition was built onto the president's 

residence for the Jacksons, and when Robert E. Lee 

became president of Washington College he lived in 

the same home, now known as the Lee–Jackson 

House. Ellie gave birth to a stillborn son on October 

22, 1854, experiencing a hemorrhage an hour later 

that proved fatal. 

After a tour of Europe, Jackson married again, in 

1857. Mary Anna Morrison was from North 

Carolina, where her father was the first president of 

Davidson College. Her sister, Isabella Morrison, was 

married to Daniel Harvey Hill. They had a daughter 

named Mary Graham on April 30, 1858, but the baby 

died less than a month later. Another daughter was 

born in 1862, shortly before her father's death. The 

Jacksons named her Julia Laura, after his mother and 

sister. 

Jackson purchased the only house he ever owned 

while in Lexington. Built in 1801, the brick town 

house at 8 East Washington Street was purchased by 

Jackson in 1859. He lived in it for two years before 

being called to serve in the Confederacy. Jackson 

never returned to his home. 

In November 1859, at the request of the governor of 

Virginia, Major William Gilham led a contingent of 

the VMI Cadet Corps to Charles Town to provide an 

additional military presence at the hanging of 

militant abolitionist John Brown on December 2, 

following his raid on the federal arsenal at Harpers 

Ferry on October 16. Major Jackson was placed in 

command of the artillery, consisting of two 

howitzers manned by twenty-one cadets. 

In 1861, as the American Civil War broke out, 

Jackson became a drill master for some of the many 

new recruits in the Confederate Army. On April 27, 

1861, Virginia Governor John Letcher ordered 

Colonel Jackson to take command at Harpers Ferry, 

where he would assemble and command the famous 

"Stonewall Brigade", consisting of the 2nd, 4th, 5th, 

27th, and 33rd Virginia Infantry regiments. All of 

these units were from the Shenandoah Valley region 

of Virginia, where Jackson located his headquarters 

throughout the first two years of the war. Jackson 

became known for his relentless drilling of his 

troops; he believed discipline was vital to success on 

the battlefield. Following raids on the B&O Railroad 

on May 24, he was promoted to brigadier general on 

June 17. 

 (Continued next month) 

 

LAST CAMP MEETING 

I guess I should be honest and say that I was a little 

disappointed in last month’s meeting.  Only about 

half of our members showed up.  We had Hudson 

Old from the East Texas Journal there to do a write 

up about the camp and it would have been nice if 

more could have been in attendance. 

We discussed the Guardian Program and you will be 

hearing more of this in the coming months. 
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1st Lieutenant Commander Rex McGee receives the CSA 

Army Service Medal for his ancestor Pvt. David Justine 

McGee who fought with Co. G, 51st Alabama (Partisan 

Rangers), Army of Tennessee 

 

 
1st Lieutenant Commander Rex McGee also receives a Texas 

Division Bronze Cross Medal from Commander Joe Reynolds 

for his work with the Texas Division during the past year. 

 

 

This month’s Message is given by Chaplain 

Raymond Holder, Military Order of the Stars & 

Bars. 

We are well into the second month of 2016 and many 

of us, me included, have and are making resolutions 

for this year, and this is what I would like to present 

this day for your inspection in your own life. The 

greatest sermon ever uttered from the mouth of 

anyone was “the sermon on the mount” as spoken by 

Jesus Christ and is presented to us in the fifth chapter 

of the Gospel according to Matthew which is the first 

of the gospels of the New Testament. 

Matthew 5:6 — Blessed are those who hunger and 

thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 

When we receive Jesus the Christ as not only our 

savior, but also as the Lord of our life, the Holy Spirit 

fills our soul and heart. An immediate outcome of 

this for me is a hunger and thirst for righteousness in 

my life. This reality that God actually imparted to me 

His Holiness I do not have the words to explain or 

under-stand, but it is the power of God to each of us 

for salvation. Simply stated, this is giving to me a 

hunger and thirst for righteousness. If you all will 

allow me the privilege to use the following 

devotional written by Billy Graham, entitled God’s 

Holiness. This is the first of my life goals for this 

year. 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of host; the whole earth 

is full of His glory! Isaiah 6:3 

The Bible teaches that God is absolutely holy and 

pure. From Genesis to Revelation, God reveals Him-

self as so holy He cannot even look on sin. 

Christ cried from the Cross, “My God, My God, why 

have You forsaken Me?” (Mark 15:34). What a 

horrible moment, as the blackness of human sin—

now lay upon Christ—caused the Father to turn away 

in disgust. In that moment Jesus endured the ultimate 

punishment for our sins—the punishment of being 

banished from the presence of His Father on our 

behalf. 

If you were asked to list the things you are thankful 

for, what would you include? Perhaps your family, 

health, friends, church—and those wouldn’t be 

wrong. We should be grateful for every gift God 

gives us. 

But the greatest gift of all is the gift of His Son, who 

endured the penalty we deserved for our sins, so we 

could be reconciled to a holy God. Never take the gift 

for granted! “Thanks be to God for His indescribable 

gift” (Cor. 9:15). 

My first goal for this year is that hungering and 

thirsting for righteousness in my own life and I hope 

it is one of yours also. 
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GUARDIAN PROGRAM 

 

The Guardian Program of the 1st Lt. David Richard 

Reynolds Camp #2270 is off to a great start.  Last 

month 1st Lt. Commander Rex McGee picked up an 

additional 32 Graves, giving him a total of 35; Jimmy 

Reynolds took on 11 graves; Jerry Don Reynolds 

took on 7 graves; and I took on an additional 11 

graves. 

There is approximately 386 “identified” Confederate 

Soldiers buried in Titus County and with us already 

assigned to 64 of them we are well on our way to 

reaching our goal of covering every Confederate 

Hero buried here. 

Of course, you don’t have to become a Guardian for 

a grave in Titus County, we have many counties 

around us that are in need of Guardians.  Please feel 

free to choose as you please. 

My hope for this Camp is that not only do we assign 

a Guardian to each and every Confederate Hero, but 

that each and every Compatriot of the Camp become 

a Guardian. 

 

SICKNESS & DISTRESS 

Get Well Card sent to 2nd Lt. Commander, George 

E. Linton, 5th Brigade.  Lt. Commander Linton is 

having some heart issues. 

Sympathy Card sent to Joe Ginn of Fredericksburg, 

TX, his wife Jane passed. 

Sympathy Card sent to Dr. Troyce Williams, who 

lost his wife on February 12. 

Sympathy Card sent to Janet McMurray, former 

Confederate Rose and Chapter President upon the 

death of her husband Clyde. 

 

CONFEDERATE HOLIDAYS 

4 March - Today's date is Flag Day in the 

Confederate States of America. 

11 March - Confederate States Constitution Day - 

1861,

 

 

ELEVENTH TEXAS 
CAVALRY 

The Eleventh Texas Cavalry Regiment was 

organized on October 2, 1861, at Camp Reeves, 

Grayson County, Texas, by the energies of its 

original colonel—William C. Young, a Mexican 

War veteran, former U.S. marshal and lawyer, and, 

in 1860, the wealthiest planter in Cooke County, 

Texas. The companies that formed the regiment were 

from Northeast Texas—Cooke, Grayson, Hopkins, 

Red River, Fannin, Collin, Hunt, Titus, and Bowie 

counties. 

Young's field officers were Lt. Col. James J. 

Diamond, who had been a member of the Democratic 

National Convention in Charleston in 1860 and had 

stormed out at the nomination of Douglas. The 

regimental major was John W. Mayrant, a farmer 

from Grayson County. Most of the company 

commanders were planters, farmers, or lawyers, with 

the exception of L. G. Harman, of Company D, who 
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was a surveyor, and Joseph M. Bounds, of Company 

G, who was a hotelier. 

Following its organization, the regiment was sent to 

the Indian Nations, where it was engaged at 

Chustenahlah on December 26, 1861. The initial 

engagement of the Eleventh Texas Cavalry proved to 

be a victorious one for the regiment. One man was 

killed, one died of his wound, and four others were 

less seriously wounded. One of the wounded was 

Capt. James D. Young, Colonel Young's son, of 

Company A. He suffered a painful but not serious 

wound to the thigh. After the battle, the regiment was 

dispatched into Arkansas for the winter. 

On March 6–7, 1862, the regiment was engaged at 

the battle of Pea Ridge, or Elkhorn Tavern, Arkansas. 

During the battle, Capt. Andrew J. Nicholson of 

Company F was shot through the wrist. His horse got 

away from him and broke for the Union lines, but a 

Yankee slapped the horse on the rear, sending 

Captain Nicholson safely back to Confederate lines. 

Afterwards, the Eleventh Texas Cavalry served as 

part of the rear guard for the army. 

Disease proved to be a much tougher adversary 

initially than Yankees to the Eleventh Texas Cavalry, 

as typhoid, pneumonia, and measles thinned the 

ranks of Young's regiment. After a tough winter with 

many deaths and discharges due to disease, the 

regiment was dismounted at Jacksonport, Arkansas, 

and placed in the Texas Brigade under Joseph Hogg. 

Hogg also succumbed to disease, and Colonel T. H. 

McCray assumed command. The brigade contained 

the Tenth, Eleventh, Fourteenth, and Thirty-second 

Texas Cavalry regiments, dismounted, McCray's 

Arkansas Regiment, and Douglas's Texas Battery. In 

April, soon after the battle of Shiloh, the regiment 

was sent to Corinth, Mississippi. 

On May 8, 1862, in response to the new Confederate 

Conscription Act, the regiment was reorganized. 

Colonel Young had resigned his commission on 

April 16, 1862, and Lieutenant Colonel Diamond 

was appointed colonel. Diamond, however, was not 

reelected, nor was Maj. John W. Mayrant. The new 

field officers of the Eleventh Texas Cavalry were 

John C. Burks as colonel, Andrew J. Nicholson as 

lieutenant colonel, and H.Y. Bone as major. 

John C. Burks was a fine choice as colonel. Burks, a 

twenty-seven-year old lawyer born in Georgia and 

practicing law in Red River County, had the 

confidence of the men and appeared to have a fine 

future in front of him. Nicholson never served in his 

new office. He had to resign due to his Pea Ridge 

wound. Neither did Bone, as he was rejected as an 

officer by the Examining Board. Bone later served as 

chaplain of the regiment but resigned in July 1862. 

To take their places, Captain Bounds of Company G 

was appointed lieutenant colonel in July 1862, and 

Otis M. Messick was named major on May 25, 1862. 

In mid-summer 1862, the newly-christened Army of 

Tennessee, under the command of Gen. Braxton 

Bragg, commenced a forward movement into 

Tennessee and then into Kentucky. On August 30, 

1862, the brigade, still under the command of 

Colonel McCray, fought at Richmond, Kentucky. 

Desperately outnumbered, McCray's Texans and 

Arkansans nearly destroyed the Federal army, 

leaving the ground strewn with dead and wounded. 

The Southern army, styled the Army of Kentucky 

under the command of Edmund Kirby Smith, 

captured 4,303 of the enemy and numerous weapons 

and other supplies. 

The regiment suffered an unknown number of 

casualties at Richmond, however. At least three were 

killed, seven wounded, and nineteen became 

prisoners of war. Afterwards, the regiment withdrew 

into Tennessee.  

On December 31, 1862, Ector's Brigade spearheaded 

the initial charge at the battle of Murfreesboro. The 

Confederates quickly surprised and overran the 

Federal positions, capturing men and artillery. The 

Eleventh Texas Cavalry suffered heavy losses, 

officially reported as eight killed, eighty-nine 

wounded, and eighteen missing. Among the fatalities 

were Colonel Burks, who was mortally wounded 

during the battle and died several days later. Pressing 

his hand to conceal what he knew to be a fatal wound, 

he shouted encouragement to the men, "charge them, 
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my brave boys," until, faint from the loss of blood, 

he could go no further. He was highly commended 

by his brigade and division commanders. 

Following Colonel Burks's death, the Eleventh Texas 

Cavalry was remounted and transferred to the 

Cavalry Corps. Some say it was Burks's dying wish 

to have his regiment remounted. Whatever the 

reason, the Eleventh Texas Cavalry was remounted 

and transferred to the Cavalry Corps on January 23, 

1863. 

Under the command of Joe Wheeler, the Eleventh 

Texas Cavalry were led on several raids through 

Tennessee and Kentucky. Following those raids, 

they fought at the battle of Chickamauga on 

September 19–20, 1863. 

On October 27, 1863, Colonel Bounds was 

apparently murdered by W. R. Dulaney of Company 

D. Dulaney deserted the regiment the same day. This 

incident is shrouded in mystery, but Bounds became 

the second colonel of the Eleventh Texas Cavalry to 

be killed by a private assassin. 

The regiment passed a hard fall and winter of 1863–

64 near Knoxville in East Tennessee, an area known 

for its Union sentiment and bushwhacking. Two 

large Federal cavalry raids resulted in many of the 

members of the Eleventh Texas being captured. 

Company-grade officers were particularly hard-hit, 

as Capt. Nathan Burks of Company F and Capt. John 

Russell of Company G were both captured, and Capt. 

W. W. Gibson of Company I was wounded and 

unable to return to the service. At least forty-two 

other members of the regiment were captured during 

the winter of 1863–64. 

From April to September 1864, the Eleventh Texas 

Cavalry participated in the defense of Atlanta. 

Always against great odds, the Eleventh served side-

by-side with the Eighth Texas Cavalry, also known 

as Terry's Texas Rangers. Following the Atlanta 

campaign, the Eleventh pursued Sherman on his trail 

of devastation through Georgia and the Carolinas. 

The surrender of the Army of Tennessee occurred at 

Greensboro, North Carolina, on April 26, 1865. 

However, most of the members of the cavalry corps 

refused to surrender. Instead, many joined President 

Jefferson Davis, and others tried to make it to the 

Trans-Mississippi to continue the fight there. Most of 

the members of the Eleventh Texas Cavalry did not 

surrender. Instead, they left North Carolina in small 

groups and simply returned to Texas. 

On May 16, 1865, at Columbus, Mississippi, a 

detachment of Second Lt. A. C. Bailey and seven 

enlisted men from Company C surrendered in what 

is believed to be the last organized surrender 

involving the regiment. The war was over.  

Most of the men returned to their pre-war 

occupations, mainly farming, to make a living. 

Some, such as Ben Bickerstaff and Lt. Tom Emmett, 

both of Company I, opposed the Reconstruction 

government in a movement referred to as "The New 

Rebellion." 

The post-war years were hard ones, but by the 1880s, 

the old veterans could again gather together, tell old 

tales of fighting Indians and Yankees, and relive the 

comradeship they had enjoyed during the war. Two 

of the larger reunions enjoyed by the members of the 

regiment were the twenty-second reunion at 

Clarksville, Texas, on August 3, 1899, and the one at 

Whitesboro, Texas, on August 1-2, 1912. Robert 

Bean, formerly Second Lt. of Company B, served as 

president of the Eleventh Texas Cavalry Veterans 

Association for twelve years, despite being dropped 

from the rolls in 1864 for being absent without leave. 

Of the original field-grade officers of the regiment, 

Maj. J.W. Mayrant lived the longest. He died in 

Grayson County in 1894. Lieutenant Colonel 

Diamond died in the yellow fever epidemic in 

Houston in 1867. Lt.Col. Robert W. Hooks was 

killed in a sawmill explosion in Bowie County in 

1870. Colonel Reeves, who commanded the 

regiment longer than anyone else, returned to politics 

and was Speaker of the House in Texas in 1882. 

Returning home from a session, Reeves was bitten 

by a rabid dog. He died of hydrophobia shortly 

thereafter. 
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Maj. John Brent Puryear was the last surviving field-

grade officer of the regiment, as he breathed his last 

on August 29, 1921, in Poolville, Parker County. 

Capt. Washington Underwood of Company F was 

the last surviving company commander, as he died in 

Honey Grove, Fannin County, during the same year. 

The last junior officer was possibly Lt. Henry H. 

Allison of Company K, who died in Abilene in 1924. 

The other veterans gradually grew old, obtained 

pensions from the state, and finally passed into 

history. The last survivor of the Eleventh Texas 

Cavalry is believed to have been William J. Brewer 

of Company E, who died on April 20, 1937, in Fisher 

County. Upon his death, it was said that the last of 

the old veterans of the Eleventh Texas Cavalry had 

"crossed the river to rest 'neath the shade of the 

trees." 

 

“I tried all in my power to avert this war. I saw it 

coming, for twelve years I worked night and day to 

prevent it, but I could not. The North was mad and 

blind; it would not let us govern ourselves, and so the 

war came, and now it must go on unless you 

acknowledge our right to self-government. We are 

not fighting for slavery. We are fighting for 

Independence.” 

President Jefferson Davis, CSA 

 

BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES 

& OTHER IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Vanessa Reynolds - 03/01/1960 

Misty Reynolds - 03/03/1976 

Tommy Lee Reynolds - 03/09/1973 

Richard Hess - 03/13/1953 

John Michael Farley - 03/14/1986 

Jerry Don Reynolds - 03/17/1955 

Jamee Lynn Mars - 03/23/1979 

Harry & Donna King - 03/13/1993 

 

THE CONFEDERATE BATTLE FLAG 

Do you know what our Confederate Battle Flag 

stands for? It can represent the Christian Faith. I 

found this a few weeks ago and thought I would share 

it. First picture in your mind or look at the 

Confederate Battle Flag. 

The red field represents the blood of Christ The white 

border represents the Protection of God. The blue 

“X” represents the Christian Cross of Saint Andrew, 

The first disciple of Jesus Christ and the patron Saint 

of Scotland. 

Thus, the message in the Confederate Battle Flag is: 

“Through the Blood of Christ, With the Protection of 

God, We, the Thirteen States, are united in our 

Christian fight for liberty.” 

The one symbol of the Christian Faith is that of the 

Cross where Jesus died for our sins and was raised 

on the third day to a glorious resurrection. John 3:14b 

says so as the Son of man be lifted up, He will draw 

all men to Him, Jesus Christ. That glorious Cross 

which is the symbol that Jesus Christ died on is to be 

lifted up as who we are in Christ Jesus. 

1st Corinthians 1: 18 says “For the preaching of the 

Cross is to them that perish, foolishness; but unto us 

which are saved, it is the power of God”. These are 

the written words of the apostle 

Paul, a Jewish Christian of the first century who quiet 

literally walked from one end of the Roman Empire 

centered on the Mediterranean Sea preaching the 

good news of the Gospel and establishing churches 

along the way. After the War of Northern 

Aggression, which I think is the more applicable 

name of this very tragic conflict, our Confederate 

ancestors continued to take that Cross that Jesus died 

on as the principle symbol of our Christian faith and 

have marched around the world with the message of 

the Cross. 
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The message of the Cross is the message of the 

Gospel of good news of Jesus Christ. John 3:16-17, 

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only 

begotten Son, that who so ever believes in Him 

should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God 

sent His Son into the world not to condemn the world 

but the world through Him might be saved”. Hence, 

this is the central message of the Cross, of which our 

Confederate ancestors came back to their broken 

land and continued their Faith which was that of 

sending this message of the Cross around the world. 

The genuineness and integrity of the character of our 

ancestors even into this present time is being shown 

as they and we have risen from the ashes of defeat to 

create our legacies of Faith here and around the 

world. This is one way I view the Confederate Battle 

Flag, not of defeat, but as the Message of the Cross. 
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“Our country demands all our strength, all our 

energies. To resist the powerful combination now 
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